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MTA is hosting MTA100 - 
the country’s biggest ever 
vehicle show and a nationally 
significant event to celebrate 
its centenary.
Kiwis have been in love with cars since the first 
two Benz were imported to New Zealand in 
1898. We now have the third highest rate of car 
ownership in the world.

For the past century, MTA has been supporting 
the businesses of those who repair, sell and fuel 
the country’s cars, motorbikes, trucks and boats.  
On 30 April next year, it will be exactly 100 years 
since the Motor Trade Association was formed 
by a group of eight car dealers at a meeting in 
Feilding.

MTA is celebrating this milestone by organising 
the country’s most comprehensive and creative 
motor show. All New Zealanders will be invited 
to the Wellington waterfront to see and hear 
about the latest and the greatest cars ever made. 
Examples of everything from the early crank 
handle models to the autonomous cars emerging 
onto our markets will be on display from  
28-30 April 2017. 

Please come and join us to celebrate this 
momentous occasion.

CELEBRATE TOGETHER

MTA100:
A FUTURE 
FOCUSED
EVENT
 
MTA members will be invited to take part in the speakers 
programme that accompanies the motor show, which includes 
guest speakers such as Ian Wright – a founding partner in Tesla 
and now manufacturing his Wrightspeed electric power system 
for trucks and buses. Wrightspeed recently made a $43m deal 
with NZ Bus to refit a significant portion of its Wellington and 
Auckland bus fleet with electric powertrains. Wellington’s trolley 
buses will be the first to be transformed and will be running 
without wires by the end of 2017.

A mix of government, industry and academic speakers will 
be invited to share their ideas and analysis of the latest in 
autonomous technology, developments in in-car entertainment, 
preparation for the future, and MTAs role in that future. 

100 YEARS OF TRUST

Ian Wright,  Wrightspeed, founding partner of Tesla
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MTA Board of Directors (from left to right):  Bob Boniface, Mark Darrow, Tony Allen, Judy Lange, Jim Gibbons, Dave Harris.   
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Where we are today
Today MTA represents more than 3700 automotive 
industry members, and is the largest body of automotive 
dealers, general and specialist repairers, retailers and 
service station professionals in New Zealand. It has 
become the voice of the automotive industry with a 

The Motor Trade Association invites you to participate in the 
2017 Centenary programme 27-30 April 2017.

The MTA 100 will be a huge celebration in Wellington featuring the 
rarest cars from the past and exciting developments for the future.  
Members, stakeholders, sponsors and the public will all be involved 
in the celebration of the century.

THE MTA 100
WILL BE THE 
AUTOMOTIVE 
INDUSTRY 
EVENT OF THE 
CENTURY

From Humble Beginnings
On 30 April 1917, eight business owners called a meeting 
in the small town of Feilding to form an organisation for 
retail motor traders in New Zealand which has evolved 
into MTA as it is today. In the early 1900’s motoring was 
fairly new to New Zealand. Free driving lessons were 
included with the sale of a new vehicle, replacement 
parts were fabricated on-site in garage workshops and 
petrol was sold by the four gallon tin.

highly credible profile and a well established reputation 
for excellence. MTA’s mission remains unchanged  – to 
create a sustainable business advantage for members 
and to help the motoring public. 

Dave Harris with his Ford F150 ute
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and to help the motoring public. 

Craig Pomare, Chief Executive, MTA

MTA President Dave Harris acknowledges his own  
petrolhead tendencies – he owns a Ford F150 ute.  
“It’s going to be a huge event and it will have enormous 
public interest. Just getting a chance to see such a  
range of amazing cars will be fantastic.”

He’s equally enthusiastic about the opportunities that 
will come from MTA bringing together a select range of 
influential national and international speakers.

For MTA members, this is a one-off opportunity to take 
part in leading-edge discussions on developments and 
issues affecting the industry. 

“Repairers, dealers, service station operators and all the 
other business owners within our membership will get a 
real insight into what is coming down the pipeline at us" 
he says.” We have entered an era with rapidly unfolding 

technology and change and this will have a huge impact 
on the automotive sector. We need to understand what’s 
coming and start preparing to adapt – this conference will 
help with that.”

Dave says the centenary also gives members a chance to 
celebrate the past and enjoy the present. “The automotive 
industry is in good health, with record new car sales, 
low fuel prices and a great deal of public faith in the 
professionalism and high standards of MTA members.  
We’ve come a long way in 100 years and it’s important to 
acknowledge that.”  

Dave thinks the MTA100 will be an event members can’t 
afford to miss. “It’ll be another 100 years before we host 
anything on this scale again. I urge you all to take part and 
support it in any way you can.”



PROGRAMME 
HIGHLIGHTS
FRIDAY 28 APRIL
5pm: RECEPTION 
A reception will be held at Parliament’s Banquet Hall hosted by 
the Minister of Transport. The government and the Ministry of 
Transport are supporting MTA100 and will be taking part in many 
of the events and speaking sessions.

6pm: MOTORCADE 
At the end of the reception, guests will be transported 
by 20 of the country’s most recognisable and 
celebrated cars in a procession to the official opening 
of the MTA100 at the TSB Arena on Queens Wharf.  

6.30pm: OFFICIAL OPENING 

Join us for the official opening of MTA100 in 
the Futures Exhibition. There will be oodles of 
entertainment, delicious food, drinks, some special 
guests and a preview of the MTA100 Exhibition and 
the Top 100 Exhibition. This will be an opening night 
like never before.

Join us to celebrate the Golden age of motoring 
at the President's gala dinner. Held at the Iconic 
Te Papa Museum, this lavish dinner will be a 
chance to toast the last 100 years of motoring 
alongside members, special guests and past 
MTA members. Come along for a trip down 
memory lane, a chance to kick up your heels, 
and a truly spectacular night.

Tickets: $180 + GST per person (includes 
all food, wine, beer and entertainment).

Tables of 10: $1,600 + GST

PRESIDENT'S GALA DINNER

VEHICLE EXHIBITIONS
The event will spread across the Wellington waterfront with cars 
displayed both outdoors and indoors and three jaw-dropping 
exhibitions.

FUTURES EXPO:  
The absolute latest in cars, concept models, new and imagined 
technology, will be shown off, debated and discussed.  

TOP 100:  
Under close security, inspect the 100 rarest, greatest and most 
life-changing vehicles from across New Zealand. 

PUBLIC SHOWCASE:  
On the waterfront around the MTA100 venues we’ll be hosting a 
carefully selected mix of around 300 classic, historic and iconic 
cars that are treasured by their owners and admired by car lovers.

SATURDAY 29 APRIL

LADIES' HIGH TEA 

Women who have made the Motor 
Trade a success

A divine high tea to celebrate the women who 
have contributed to 100 years of motoring 
in New Zealand. Hosted by MTA Board 
Director Judy Lange at the Museum Hotel, 
this occasion will celebrate the ladies who 
have been on the tools, book keepers, board 
members and business owners. The ladies 
who lose their husbands, fathers and sons to 
the shed on a regular basis, have their houses 
bombarded with car parts, and who have lost 
countless weekends to car shows, dragstrips 
and motor racing. This one ladies, is for you.

Tickets: $40 + GST

SATURDAY 29 APRIL

SUNDAY 30 APRIL



SHOUT-OUT FOR CARS

WEEKEND CALENDAR
AT A GLANCE

To o�er your car for display, please 
contact  MTA Centenary Planner 
Kylie Robinson kylie.robinson@mta.org.nz

We will draw on modern manufacturers, car 
collectors and restorers to help present  
New Zealand’s biggest and most interesting 
car exhibition. MTA invites those who own 
the country’s most iconic, historic or just plain 
fantastic cars to share them with the public.  
If you have a car that should take its place in 
the line-up (or know someone who has one) 
please contact Kylie.Robinson@mta.org.nz and 
pass the word around. We intend to have at 
least 300-400 carefully selected cars to show 
off. 

REGISTRATION 
Registration costs $75 and is open to all 
MTA members and their staff and former 
members.

Registration includes:

• Ballot entry to the parliament reception on 
Friday evening

• Ticket to Friday night opening function 
and exhibition preview at the TSB Bank 
Arena (including food and drinks)

• Entry to the Futures Exhibition and Top 
100 Exhibition on Saturday and Sunday

• Entry to the Speakers' sessions in Shed 6 
(subject to venue capacity)

• Access to Members' lounge in Shed 6

> FRIDAY 28 APRIL
Parliament reception

Motorcade to Welcome reception

MTA100 Welcome reception, featuring previews of the 
Futures and Top 100 Exhibition - TSB Bank Arena

> SATURDAY 29 APRIL
MTA100 Futures Exhibition - TSB Bank Arena

MTA100 Top 100 Exhibition - The top 100 car park  
(Access via TSB Bank Arena).

MTA100 Waterfront Exhibition - Wellington waterfront

Speakers programme - Shed 6, (access via TSB Bank 
Arena)

President's Gala Dinner - Te Papa Museum

> SUNDAY 30 APRIL
MTA100 Futures Exhibition - TSB Bank Arena

MTA100 Top 100 Exhibition - The top 100 car park  
(Access via TSB Bank Arena)

MTA100 Waterfront Exhibition - Wellington waterfront

Speakers programme - Shed 6, (access via TSB Bank 
Arena)

Ladies' High Tea - Museum Hotel, Wellington

BOOK NOW!
1. Register now at: www.mta100.eventbrite.com. Please book early as places are limited.

2. Book your accommodation now at: www.mta.org.nz/mta100

3. Let Allan Dick know about your old photos, stories and anecdotes at admta.100@gmail.com

4. Spread the word - let your friends, car clubs, colleagues and industry legends know that MTA100 is on.

GET IN TOUCH.  
We'll keep you updated as we add to the programme, but in the meantime we would love to hear of any 
tips, tricks or questions - Please contact Kylie at MTA: on 04 381 8836 or kylie.robinson@mta.org.nz



Allan Dick, Motoring writer and commentator.

“There is no doubt that the motor vehicle in all of its forms has had 
a tremendous impact on the physical and social development of 
New Zealand,” says Allan Dick. 
The MTA100 book will examine the impact of the motor vehicle, 
the development of vehicles, building the road network and the 
part these played in developing the nation. It will also tell the story 
of MTA, which has represented members within the industry for 
100 years.
“Today, we take for granted the motor vehicle, the network of 
roads on which we drive and the convenience of having our  
own private transport to take us where we want, when we want 
- but it wasn’t always that way,” Allan says. 
“This is a dynamic, exciting industry - collectively it is one of 
the biggest employers in New Zealand - with a fascinating 
and colourful history and the motor vehicle is one of the most 
important inventions of everyday life.”
“I want this book to reflect the contribution the motor vehicle,  
the industry and MTA have made to New Zealand.” 

FROM HORSE POWER TO HYDROGEN
In the past 100 years we have transitioned from horse and 
carriage to near-autonomous cars. Cars have moved from 
high-price luxury items to cheap necessities. Repairers are now 
computer technicians as well as mechanics. Service stations are 
also convenience stores. Car assembly has come and gone. Our 
car fleet, aging in the 1950's, 60's and 70's, was modernised by 
the importation of cheaper, late model, well equipped used cars 
from Japan, but is now aging again.
The book will tell all of these stories.
“But the book will be more than just about the nuts and bolts of 
the motor industry,” says Allan. “I also want to tell the fascinating 
human stories of the people who pioneered the industry and 
those who are involved today."

YOU CAN HELP
“The book is going to take considerable research - 100-plus 
years is a lot of territory to cover — so I am asking MTA members 
for help. “I am particularly looking for photographs of service 
stations, workshops and the stories of characters from the 
industry.” 
But the book won’t just look back. 
“I’ll also be looking at the present and the future - fuel-cell and 
self-drive, autonomous cars and the role New Zealand could play.”
Anyone with suggestions, information or photographs can contact 
Allan Dick at admta.100@gmail.com.
The book will be on sale to the public and MTA members in 
February 2017 and is likely to cost $40.

Well known motoring journalist and former radio talkback 
host Allan Dick has been commissioned by MTA to collate 
and write a history of the association and motoring in  
New Zealand.

DRIVING INTO THE 
21ST CENTURY

100 YEARS OF  MOTORING




